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D I S C U S S I O N    Q U E S T I O N S 

 
 

1. When Gamache first meets Charles, he makes a note of his accent: joual, a language that is “guttural, almost harsh. 
If a Québec winter could speak, it would be in joual,” Armand thinks to himself. After hearing the accent, Gamache 
feels an instinctive trust for the stranger. Should Gamache have trusted Charles at their first meeting? Would you? 
Have you had a similar experience? Liking or trusting someone because they remind you of something from your 
upbringing or background? 
 

2. Gamache and Charles meet for coffee at a place called Café Olimpico, which became known to locals as “Open Da 
Night” when some letters fell off the sign and were never replaced. Visitors from outside the neighborhood would not 
know the cafe by its nickname. Do you have an insiders-only place like Open Da Night where you live? Can you think 
of any other examples of these types of places in Louise’s books?  
 

3. After the incident with the SUV at Open Da Night, Gamache notices onlookers taking out their phones to record and 
post. Louise writes that those filming had a right to take video, but Gamache wonders if they realized that “with every 
second they posted, they lost pieces of their humanity.” Do you agree with Gamache? What do you think you would 
do, if you found yourself in a similar situation? 
 

4. In Chapter 15, Gamache wakes up a sleeping Olivier to question him about a guest at the inn. “What I wouldn’t give 
to spend five minutes in his head,” Olivier says about Gabri, who sleeps through the interaction. “I think it must smell 
of fresh baking in there.” Gamache thinks about how the inside of Reine-Marie’s head would smell like roses, Jean-
Guy’s of bacon, Clara’s of oil paints and overripe banana. What do you think the inside of Gamache’s head would 
smell like? What about yours? 
 

5. A torn recipe for Chartreuse, an herbal liqueur made by Carthusian monks, takes Gamache and his fellow Surete 
officers on an investigation into a number of different monasteries and religious orders throughout The Grey Wolf. 
Have you ever tried Chartreuse? What did you think? Did you learn anything about monks in the novel that surprised 
you? 
 

6. Although Gamache knows that everyone in Montréal would be in grave danger if the attack on the water supply is 
carried out, he does not sound the alarm to the public. What do you think of his decision to keep the plot to himself? 
Would you do the same thing?  
 

7. In Chapter 31, Louise writes that there was "a fine line between helping and unintentionally lighting a fuse that could 
not be stopped." What does she mean by this? Who might she be referring to with this statement? 
 

8. At Saint-Gilbert-Entre-les-Loups, Gamache tells Jean-Guy a story that Dom Philippe had told him years earlier, about 
a Cree elder and his grandson. The grandfather tells his grandson that there are two wolves at war inside of him at all 
times, a grey wolf - wise and courageous - and a black wolf, vengeful and cruel. When the boy asks his grandfather 
which one will win, the grandfather says, simply: "the one that I feed." Who is the grey wolf in this novel? Who is the 
black wolf? Are you sure? 
 

9. Because of her actions many decades before the events of this book, the Gamaches and Jeanne Caron have a very 
difficult relationship. Although Jeanne Caron saves Armand's life by the end of The Grey Wolf, Reine-Marie cannot 
bring herself to forgive her because of what Caron did to their son. Do you think Reine-Marie's continued rage is 
justified? Would you be able to forgive? 
 
 
 



10. When we think of the settings of Louise's books, we tend to envision the comfortable surroundings of Three Pines, of 
home. But The Grey Wolf takes us far from home, from Montreal to DC, Paris to Rome, and many remote locations in 
between. How do all of these different locations affect the tone of the novel? How do they move the story forward? 
How do you feel about the books exploring different locations? 
 

11. Louise references a line from the T.S. Eliot play, Murder in the Cathedral, throughout the novel: "Some malady is 
coming upon us. We wait. We wait." What is the "malady" in The Grey Wolf? What are the characters waiting for?  
 

12. While the imminent threat of the attack on the water supply is resolved by the end of the novel, The Grey Wolf ends 
on a cliffhanger: "We have a problem." What do you predict is the "problem" that Gamache finds in the pages of the 
second notebook? 


